SPEECH  OF  HON.  E.  BROOKS, 

ON  THE 

CHURCH  PROPERTY  BILL. 

/lCU>  db*  fe 

The  Papal  Power  in  the  State,  and  the  Resistance  to  this 
Power  in  the  Temporalities  of  the  Clmrch,  as  recently 
seen  in  the  United  States  and  Europe. 


In  Senate,  March  6th,  1855. 

Mr.  Chairman: — The  consideration  of  ques- 
tions affecting  Church  and  State  in  a Legislative 
body,  is  a novelty  that  may  well  awaken  the  in- 
terest of  sects  and  of  parties.  The  apology  for 
the  fact,  is  found  in  the  necessities  of  the  times. 
One  class  of  men  fear  that  the  tendencies  of  the 
State  are  too  irreligious.  Another  class  appre- 
hend that  it  is  heretical.  One  pulpit  fears  the 
State  is  infidel,  and  another  church  assails  it  for 
isturbing  doctrines  and  dogmas  sanctified  by 
,.ge  and  deemed  essential  to  church  supremacy. 
It  is  due  to  those  who  represent  the  State  to 
vindicate  by  their  action,  the  Legislative  branch 
of  the  government  from  all  such  reproaches,  and 
the  more  so  as  to  many  have  shown  a disposi- 
tion to  assail  our  government  for  its  infidel  ten- 
dencies. 

In  the  remarks  I propose  to  make,  I shall  aim 
o show  that  the  political  State  is  Protestant  in 
character,  if  not  in  its  Constitution — that  its 
Republican  success  has  been  mainly  founded  upon 
its  Protestant  religion,  that  other  systems  of 
faith  are  not  in  harmony  with  true  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty,  that  the  bill  before  us  is  a legiti- 
mate subject  of  legislation,  and  that  we  are 
called  upon  to  uphold  and  encourage  all  who 
are  seeking  to  secure  civil  and  religious  inde- 
pendence from  the  control  of  a despotic  power. 
The  State  Constitution  and  the  Constitution  of 
the  Federal  Government,  though  granting  com- 
plete tolerance,  are  founded  upon  this  rock, 
and  whosoever  would  remove  it,  would  destroy 
all  that  gives  it  moral  permanence  and  security. 

The  petitioners, however,  who  pray  for  a change 
of  law  are  here  as  Catholics.  They  claim  priv- 
leges  belonging  to  them  as  American  citizens. 
Chey  have  come  to  us  as  the  Catholics  went  to 
he  Britisn  Parliament  to  be  delivered  from  the 


act  of  1699,  which  compelled  them  either  to  be 
outlaws  from  their  country,  or  enemies  to  their 
faith.  They  have  come  as  other  British 
Catholies  went  to  a Protestant  Parliament  to  re- 
monstrate in  favor  of  the  Catholics.  Since  then, 
a more  liberal  and  Catholic  spirit  has  prevailed 
among  Protestants  throughout  the  civilized 
world. 

The  petitioners  pray  the  Legislature  for  the 
passage  of  a law  enforcing,  under  sufficient  pen- 
alties, a faithful  compliance  with  existing  stat- 
utes, respecting  the  tenure  of  church  property. 
They  say,  that  to  the  true  Catholic  it  is  pain- 
ful to  be  brought  in  antagonism  with  his  Bish- 
op and  spiritual  guide,  but  that  such  a ’aw 
will  prevent  this  unpleasant  condition  of  affairs. 
By  no  portion  of  our  community,  they  add,  will 
the  enforcement  of  such  a statute  he  bailed  with 
greater  satisfaction  than  by  intelligent  and  faith- 
ful Catholics. 

They  also  state  in  their  prayer,  “that  for  no 
higher  offence  than  simply  refusing  to  yiolate 
the  Trust  law  of  our  State,  we  have  been  sub- 
jected to  the  pains  of  excommunication,  and  our 
names  held  up  to  infamy  and  reproach.  For 
this  cause,  too,  have  the  entire  congregation 
been  placed  under  him  (fife'  Bishop).  To  our 
members,  the  holy  rites  of  baptism  and  of  buri- 
al have  been  denied.  The  marriage  sacrament 
is  refused.  The  priest  is  forbidden  to  minister 
at  our  altars.  Iu  sickness,  and  at  the  hour  of 
death,  the  holy  consolations  of  religion  are  with- 
held. To  the  Catholic  churchman,  it  is  scarcely 
possible  to  exaggerate  the  magnitude  of  such 
deprivations. 

We  yield  to  none  in  attachment  to  our  reli- 
gion, and  cheerfully  render  to  the  Bishop  that 
obedience,  in  spiritual  matters,  which  the  just 
interpretation  of  our  faith  may  require ; but  in 
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respect  to  the  temporalities  of  our  church,  we 
claim  the  right  of  obeying  the  laws  of  the  State 
whose  protection  we  enjoy.” 

They  remonstrate  as  free  citizens,  against  the 
one  man  dominion  of  Bishop  Timon.  They  de- 
cline to  submit  to  the  arbitrary  decision  of 
Father  Bedini  sent  to  this  State  and  to  the  St.Louis 
church,  by  the  Pope  and  Propaganda  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Rome,  to  decide  for  one  Bishop  against 
nearly  a whole  congregation  of  believers. 

I have  never  read  a more  earnest,  eloquent  or 
seemingly  truthful  petition  than  this  emanating 
from  the  Trustees  of  the  St.  Louis  Church  of 
Buffalo.  I believe  what  is  set  forth  in  their 
memorial  to  be  the  truth,  and  so  believing,  I 
should  hold  myself  to  be  most  unworthy  of  the 
place  I hold,  if  I was  not  ready  to  raise  my 
voice  and  give  my  vote,  in  so  just  a cause,  for 
the  weak  against  the  strong^ 

I would  do  here  for  the'.  Catholic  T*sK»es  of 
this  or  any  Catholic  church,  just  what  I would 
do  for  the  Protestant  Trustees  of  a Protestant 
church — no  more  and  no  less.  I confess  my  ed- 
ucation, my  faith,  my  hopes  of  happiness,  here 
and  hereafter,  to  be  founded  upon  the  Protes- 
tant religion.  My  prejudices,  too,  I am  also 
free  to  say,  are  Protestant.  It  would  grieve  me 
to  the  heart,  to  see  a child  of  mine  educated  in 
the  forms  and  doctrines  of  the  Romish  church  ; 
and  if  such  a calamity  were  likely  to  befall  me, 
I|should  pray  God  most  devoutly  to  let  that 
cup  pass  from  my  lips. 

Nevertheless,  Mr.  President,  I would,  as  a 
Legislator,  grant  all  the  rights  to  Catholic  be- 
lievers, that  I would  grant  to  the  believers  of 
any  other  creed.  They  have  the  same  right  to 
their  faith,  that  I have  to  mine.  I distinguish 
too,  between  men  and  sects,  between  believers 
and  systems  of  belief.  I think  that  men  may  be 
better  than  their  system,  as  they  may  be  worse. 
At  least  it  is  a cardinal  principle  of  every  true 
faith,  that  as  far  as  possible  we  ought  to  live  in 
bonds  of  charity  with  all  mankind.  I believe, 
too,  that  the  practical  lives  of  men  in  the  church, 
in  the  State,  in  the  family,  in  business,  and  in 
the  direction  of  an  enlightened  conscience,  are 
of  far  more  importance  than  any  church  creed. 
The  poet,  paraphasing  what  Bolingbroke  wrote, 
inculcated  a true  philosophy,  if  not  the  highest 
Christianity,  when  he  uttered  the  thought — 

“ For  modes  of  faith  let  graceless  zealots  fight, 

His  can’t  he  wrong  whose  life  is  in  the  right.” 

I am  not  prepared  to  say  that  men  like  Fene- 
lon  may  not  be  as  good  Christians  as  the  best 
of  us.  But  to  come  back  to  the  subject  before  us. 

The  independent  church  movement  started  in 
this  State,  and  caused  by  occurrences  which 
have  transpired  at  Buffalo,  Rochester  and  else- 
where, are  sympathized  with,  and  encouraged 
more  or  less  throughout  the  land.  I recall  the 
recent  outrage  upon  Father  Brady  at  Hartford, 
Conn.,  as  an  event  addressing  itself  to  the  sym- 
pathies of  the  civilized  world.  This  man  sick- 
ened and  died  in  the  discharge  of  his  priestly 
duties.  His  pathway  to  the  grave,  was  one  of 
strife  and  battle.  He  appropriated  $20,000  of 
his  own  means,  and  all  he  could  beg  from  others, 
to  erect  a house  of  worship.  He  was  a good 
man,  beloved  by  his  followers,  and  respected  of  all 


men  who  knew  him.  But  he  was  displeasing  to 
his  masters,  and  therefore  banished  from  his 
flock,  excluded  from  his  own  church,  and  for  a 
time  denied  the  right  of  mass  and  sepulture,  in 
the  very  church  and  churchyard  whose  walls  he 
had  built,  and  whose  altars  he  had  consecrated. 
His  wrongs  at  least,  are  not  forgotten  by  his 
faithful  followers,  nor  by  those  who  cherish  a 
true  man,  no  matter  what  his  creed,  if  devoted 
to  God  and  to  duty. 

In  the  same  spirit,  the  Romish  Bishop  of 
Hartford  has  sought  to  establish  a Romish  Ger- 
man church  in  the  city  of  New  Haven.  The 
German  Catholics  there,  who  are  of  sterner  stuff 
than  their  Irish  brethern,  (I  quote  their  own 
words),  have  remonstrated,  and 

Resolved , “That  we,  RomaD  Catholics,  earnestly  protest 
against  such  proceedings,  and  declare  to  the  Right  Rev. 
Bishop  that  we  do  not  want  a German  Roman  Catholic 
priest  here  in  New  Haven. 

Resolved } That  we  have  suffered  already  in  our  old  father- 
land  tod  much  from  priestcralt  ana  kingscraft ; and  that  we 
here,  in  our  new  home,  thank  our  Lord  and  God,  in  at  least 
thirty  churches  other  than  Roman  Catholic,  that  we  are 
free  from  that  yoke,  and  that  every  one  of  us  can  worship 
his  God  according  to  kishest  belief  and  conscience.” 

A mandate  from  Rome  has  just  now  removed 
four  of  the  clergy  from  the  Catholic  College  of' 
Chicago  and  the  people  there,  deeply  aggrieved, 
as  they  say,  by  the  departure  from  amongst 
them  of  their  beloved  clergy,  who  have  been 
endeared  to  them  by  a faithful  and  exemplary  dis- 
charge of  duty  for  several  years,  unanimously 
resolve,  as  did  the  church  of  St.  Louis  for  a 
time : — 

“That  we  bow  with  the  most  profound  respect  and  rever- 
ence to  the  authority  of  our  Church  and  Bishop,  but  as  we 
do  mt  deem  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  remoyal  of  our 
clergy  to  be  satisfactory,  we  humbly  approach  the  Holy 
»3ee,  as  the  unerring  arbiter  of  justice  in  the  matter.” 

I shall  not  pause  here  to  ask,  who  this  un- 
erring arbiter  of  justice  is,  but  I may  show  here- 
after, that  he  is  both  a temporal  and  a religious 
prince,  and  demands  obedience,  hardly  more  in 
reference  to  the  dogmas  of  the  church,  than  to 
sustain  dominion  in  the  State. 
gjijWhat  is  true  of  the  members  of  the  St.  Louis 
church,  is  true  of  many  in  my  own  city,  of  many 
as  we  know,  in  New  England,  at  the  west,  and  in 
all  parts  of  the  land,  and  I would  fain  hope  thro’- 
out  the  world.  Indeed,  from  the  St.  Lawrence 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  from  America  to  Italy 
the  question  of  church  independence,  in  matters] 
of  temporal  right  and  in  the  control  of  church ' 
property,  is  now  engaging  the  earnest  attention 
of  the  Christian  world.  Roman  Catholicism,  Mr. 
Chairman,  in  all  matters  of  power,  is  grasping 
and  aggressive.  It  is  wedded  to  the  principles 
of  despotism  It  makes  the  Pope,  the  supreme  go- 
vernor of  the  world,  and  second  only  to  the  Cre- 
ator. His  power  as  a successor  of  St.  Peter  and 
Christ,  as  he  claims  to  be,  even  at  Rome,  comes 
not  from  the  people  of  Italy,  but  from  an  assem- 
bly of  cardinals  convened  at  Rome.  The  Pope 
would  not  consent,  nor  would  the  cardinals  con- 
sent, nor  would  the  Bishops  consent,  that  their 
chief  should  part  with  his  temporal  sway  and 
dominion.  I propose  to  offer  some  proofs  of 
what  I say.  The  present  Pontiff  in  his  ecclesias- 
tical letter,  dated  Gaeta,  in  1849,  said : 

“ The  spiritual  power  could  not  be  separated,  nor  do  with- 
out the  temporal  dominion,  it  being  necessary  to  keep  them 
united  in  order  to  maintain  the  splendor  and  grandeur  of 
the  Catholic  Church." 


3 


He  rejected  the  Roman  Constitution,  stealthily 
fled  from  the  Vatican  and  from  Rome, from  coun- 
try, and  from  people,  because  among  other  things, 
the  first  sentence  in  that  constitution  declared 
that  “ sovreignty  is  by  eternal  right  in  the  peo- 
ple,” and  because  it  was  also  declared  in  that 
constitution  that 

“The  Roman  Republic  provides  for  the  education  of  every 
citizen,  in  order  that  each  one  may  meliorate  his  owa  con- 
dition by  industry  work,  and  enterprise.” 

The  Popetwas  not  willing  to  accept  the  condi- 
tions of  religious  or  church  independence,  eager- 
ly tendered  him  in  the  7th  and  8th  constituent 
principles  of  the  proposed  republic,  and  what 
were  they : 

1st.  That  the  Catholic  religion  is  the  religion  of  the  State. 
The  use  of  civil  and  political  rights  does  not  depend  on  re- 
ligious creed. 

2d.  The  Head  of  the  ' afhoiic  Church  shall  have  from  the 
Republic  all  necessary  guarantees  for  the  independent  ex- 
ercise of  his  Spiritual  Power. 

But  it  is  denied  in  Congress  and  elsewhere, 
that  the  Head  of  the  Church  of  Rome  exercises 
temporal  power.  As  well  deny  that  the  sun 
shines  or  that  there  is  the  See  of  Rome.  What 
was  it  but  this  Papal  See  that  destroyed  Fred- 
erick II  for  defending  his  Civil  Rights  against 
Ecclesiastical  usurpations  1 Three  generations 
passed  away  before  the  Secular  Power  gained 
its  ascendancy  upon  a field  of  blood,  and  in  all 
ages  there  have  been  the  same  examples  of  au- 
dacity. 

We  feel  this  Papal  Power  far  less  in  the  United 
States  than  in  Europe,  because  there  it  is  more 
associated  with  ignorance,  superstition  and  des- 
potism. Behold  what  it  has  done,  or  rather  left 
undone  for  Italy — for  Spain — and  for  Ireland, 
and  the  evil  it  has  wrought  in  these  countries  it 
would  do  for  us,  if  it  could.  The  system  is  re- 
laxed here  because  free  educated  men  can  not 
bear  such  restraints.  , 

Already  there  are  a cordon  of  Bishops, 
Priests  and  Vicar  Generals,  stretching  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  About  3,500,000  of  its 
votaries  are  now  in  the  United  States,  besides 
sixteen  hundred  Priests,  forty  Bishops,  seven 
Arch-Bishops,  one  hundred  Colleges,  seventeen 
hundred  churches,  numerous  convents  and 
nunneries  and  all  these  are  banded  and  combined, 
and  not  divided  as  are  the  Protestants  into  many 
sects.  The  supremacy  of  the  Church  over  the 
State,  so  far  from  being  untrue  is  almost  a 
church  dogma,  and  the  Romanist  who  to-day 
would,  if  need  be,  sacrifice  the  State  for  the 
Church  would  be  sainted,  blessed  and  shrined  at 
Rome.  I have  been  amazed  to  hear  any  one 
deny  this.  It  is  recorded  in  church  canons  and 
Church  Bulls  over  and  over  again.  It  is  written 
upon  a thousand  pages  of  Church  History,  and 
for  many  centuries  of  time. 

In  this  free  land  the  few  Catholics  born  upon 
the  soil  like  those  from  Maryland,  and  of  which 
Charles  Carroll  was  a type,  and  some  few  educa- 
ted persons  under  the  influence  of  more  intelli- 
gent ideas  of  personal  liberty  and  priestly  au- 
thority, decline  to  submit  to  the  tyranny  of 
Pontifical  Power.  But  all  Priests  know  that 
the  entire  subjection  of  the  world  to  the  Pope, 
and  by  what  is  called  divine  right,  is  a doctrine 
promulgated  to  them,  and  inculcated  by  them. 
Eternal  damnation  indeed  by  more  than  one  Pa- 


pal Bull  is  held  to  be  the  certain  punishment  of 
unbelievers  and  heretics.  Let  me  read  extracts 
from  some  of  these  Oaths,  Anathemas  and  Ex- 
communications  here,  and  then  let  the  intelli- 
gent judgments  of  man  answer  what  must  be  the 
moral  and  Political  effect  of  a power  concentrat- 
ed all  over  the  world,  and  built  upon  a founda- 
tion of  Fear,  Despotism  and  Ignorance. 

I now  copy  the  curse  pronounced  by  the  Papal 
Church  against  all  who  leave  iL  for  any  Evangel- 
ical Church : [See  Spellman’s  Glossary  in  Yale 
College  for  authority.  See  also,  for  further 
authority— not  only  “ Foxes  and  Firebrands,”  in 
Usher’s  works  hut  the  antiquated  form 
of  it  may  be  found  in  Baronius,  who,  thus 
concludes  his  account  of  it,  “ Hactemes  juramen- 
tuni,  &c.;  also,  Labbeus  Concil,  Tom.  10,  page 
1504,  and  Tom.  11,  page  1565;  An.  723  and 
1079.”  For  this,  we  have  authority  of  Rev.  G. 
Bourne  in  his  Illustrations  of  Popery, than  whom 
no  better  on  this  subject  is  needed.] 

OATH  OF  EXCOMMUNICATION. 

“By  the  authority  ofG-od  Almighty,  the  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Ghost,  and  the  undefiled  Virgin  Mary,  mother  and  pa- 
troness of  our  Saviour,  and  of  all  celestial  virtues  Angels, 
Archangels,  Thrones,  Dominions,  Powers,  Cherubim  and 
Seraphim:  of  all  the  Holy  Patriarchs,  Prophets,  and  of  all 
the  Apostles  and  Evangelists,  of  the  Holy  Innocents,  who 
in  the  sight  of  the  Holy  Lamb  are  found  worthy  to  sing  the 
new  song  of  the  Holy  Martyrs  and  Holy  Confessors,  and  of 
all  the  Holy  Virgins,  and  of  all  Baints  together  with  the 
Hoi  elect  of  God;— May  he be  damned.  We  excom- 

municate and  anathematize  him  from  the  threshold  of  the 
Holy  Church  of  God  Almighty!  We  sequester  him,  that 
he  may  be  tormented,  disposed,  and  be  delivered  over  with 
Dathan  and  Abiram,  and  with  those  who  say  unto  the  Lord: 
‘Depart  from  us,  we  desire  none  of  thy  ways’;  as  a fire  is 
quenched  with  water,  so  let  the  light  of  him  be  put  out  for- 
evermore, unless  it  shall  repent  him  and  make  satisfaction. 
Amen! 

“May  the  Father  who  creates  man.  curse  him  ! May  the 
Son,  who  suffered  for  us,  curse  him  l May  the  Holv  Ghost, 
who  is  poured  out  in  Baptism,  curse  him  ! May  the  Holy 
Cross,  which  Christ,  for  our  salvation,  triumphing  over  his 
enemies,  ascendant,  curse  him  ! 

“May  the  Holy  Mary,  ever  virgin  and  mother  of  God, 
curse  him  I May  St.  Michael,  the  Advocate  of  the  Holy 
Souls  curse  him  l May  all  the  Angels,  Principalities  and 
Powers,  and  all  Heavenly  Armies,  curse  him ! May  the 
glorious  band  of  the  Patriarchs  and  Prophets,  curse  him  ! 

“May  St.  John  the  Precursor,  and  St.  J ihn  the  Bapiist, 
and  St.  Peter,  and  St,  Paul,  and  St.  Andrew,  and  all  other 
of  Christ’s  Apostles  together,  curse  him  l And  may  all  the 
rest  of  the  Disciples  and  Evangelists,  who  by  their  preach- 
ing converted  the  universe,  and  the  holy  and  wonderful 
company  of  Martyrs  and  Confessors,  who  by  their  works  are 
found  pleasing  to  God  Almighty— May  the  holy  choir  of  the 
Holy  Virgins,  who  for  the  honor  of  Christ  have  despised  the 
things  of  the  world,  damn  him  l May  all  the  paints  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world,  to  everlasting  who  are 
found  to  be  beloved  of  God.  damn  him  I 

‘ May  he  be  damned  wherever  he  be,  whether  in  the  house, 
or  in  the  alley,  or  in  the  woods,  or  in  the  water,  or  in  the 
chuich  i May  he  be  cursed  in  living  and  dying  I 

“May  he  be  cursed  in  eating  and  drinking,  in  beiDg  hun- 
gry, in  being  thirsty,  in  fasting,  and  sleeping,  in  slumbering, 
and  in  setting,  in  living,  in  working,  in  resting,  and  * 

* * and  in  blood  letting! 

“Mav  he  be  cursed  in  all  the  faculties  of  his  body! 

“May  he  be  cursed  inwardly  and  outwardly  I May  he  be 
cursed  in  his  hair,  cursed  be  he  in  his  brains,  and  in  his  ver- 
tex, in  his  temples,  in  his  eyebrows,  in  his  cheeks,  in  his 
iaw-bone  , in  his  nostrils,  inhis  teeth  and  g indeis,  in  his 
lips,  in  his  shoulders,  in  his  arms,  in  his  fingers 

•‘May  he  be  damned  in  his  mouth,  in  his  breast,  in  his 
heart,  and  purtenances,  down  to  the  very  stomach ! 

“May  heb^  cursed  in  his  reins  and  his  groins;  in  histtiighs, 
in  his  genitals,  and  in  his  hips,  and  in  his  knees,  his  legs, 
and  his  feet,  and  toe  nails! 

“May  he  be  cursed  in  all  his  joints,  and  articulation  of  the 
members;  from  the  crown  of  his  head  to  the  soles  of  his  feet 
may  there  be  no  soundness  ! 

“May  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  with  all  the  glory  of  His 
Majesty,  curse  him  I And  may  Heaven  with  all  the  powers 
that  move  therein,  rise  up  against  him,  and  curse  and  damn 
him  ; unless  he  repent  and  make  satisfaction  l Amen  l— 
So  be  it.  Be  it  so.  Amen!” 

If  it  be  true  that  curses  like  chickens,  come 
home  to  roost,  upon  the  power  which  has  in- 
voked such  maledictions,  curses  have  fallen  like 
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hail-stones.  The  curse  has  returned  to  plague 
the  inventor.  But  let  me  read  on,  and  first  from 
the  secret  instructions  of  the  Jesuits,  and  then 
from  their  oath.  [Mr.  Brooks  then  produced 
a copy  of  these  secret  instructions  in  English 
and  Latin,  as  follows: — ] 

“ Let  Kings  and  Princes  be  kept  up  in  this  principle,  that 
the  Catholic  faith,  as  matters  now  stand,  cannot  submit 
without  the  civil  power,  which  must  be  managed  with  the 
greatest  discretion.  By  tki<»  means  our  members  will  woik 
themselves  into  the  favor  of  persons  in  the  highest  post  of 
Government  and  consequently,  be  admitted  into  their  most 
secret  c 'uncils — Chao.  17,  paragraph  3d. 

“Nor  will  it  contribute  a little  to  our  advantage,  if,  w’th 
caution  aDd  secrecy,  we  ferment  and  heighten  the  animosi- 
ties that  arise  among  princes  and  great  men  even  to  such  a 
degree  that  they  may  weaken  each  other.  But  if  there  an 
pear  any  likelihood  of  reconciliation,  then  as  soon  as  pos.si 
ble  let  us  endeavor  to  be  the  mediators,  lest  others  prevent 
us,”  Chap  17,  11  5 

“ * * Our  political  schemes  must  be  cunningly  formed, 
according  to  tne  different  posture  of  the  times:  and  princes, 
our  intimates  whom  we  can  ii  fluence  to  follow  our  councils, 
must  be  pushed  on  to  embroil  themselves  in  vigorous  war 
with  one  another,  to  the  eud,  and  society,  (as  promoters  of 
the  universal  good  of  the  world,)  may  on  all  han-is  be  solicit- 
ed to  contribute  its  assistance,  n .ud  alwavs  employed  in  be- 
ing mediators  of  public  dissensions:  by  this  means  the  chief 
be  efices  and  preferments  in  the  ch  *rch  will,  of  course  be 
given  to  us  by  way  of  compensation  for  our  services.  Chap. 
17,  p 8. 

“Finally,  the  society  must  endeavor  to  effect  this  at  least, 
that  having  got  the  favor  and  authority  of  princes,  those 
who  do  not  love  them  at  least  hear  them.  Chap  17  ph  7. — 
(Copied  from  the  English,  Princeton  and  Mew  York  editions, 
see  also  translation  of  Dr.  Compton,  Bishop  of  London  ) 

As  appropriate  to  this  I now  read  the 
Jesuit  oath  as  follows : 

Oath  op  the  Jesuits- — [See  McGavan’s  Pro- 
testant, Vol.  2,  page  256] 

“I.  A.  B.,  now  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  Cod,  the  bles- 
sed Virgin  Mary,  the.  blessed  Michael  the  Archangel,  the 
Archa  gel,  the  blessed  St.  John  the  Baptist,  the  holy  apos- 
tles St,  Peter,  and  St.  P.  ul,  ad  all  the  sa  nts  and  hosts  of 
heayen.  and  to  you  my  ghostly  father,  do  declare  from  my 
heart,  without  mantel  reservation,  that  his  Holiness  Pope 

is  Christ's  Vicar  General  and  is  the  true  and  only 

Head  of  the\Catholic  or  univtrpcL  chinch  throughout  the 
earth ; and  by  the  virtue  of  the  keys  of  binoi  g and  losing, 
given  to  his  Holiness  by  my  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  he  hath 
power  lo  depose  heretical  kings , princes,  states,  common- 
wealths. and  governments,  a l being  illegal  ivithout  his 
sacred  confirmation , and  that  they  may  safely  be  destroyed: 
therefore,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  i shall,  and  will 
defend  this  doctrine,  and  his  Holiness’  rights  and  customs, 
again-t  all  usurpers  of  the  heretical  (or  Protestant)  author- 
ity whatsoever;  especially  against  the  now  pretended  au- 
thority, and  Church  of  England,  and  all  adherents,  in  re- 
gard that  they  ana  she  be  usurpal  and  heretical  opposing 
the  sacred  mother  Church  of  Borne.  / do  renounce  and 
disown  any  allegiance  as  due  to  Prolestants , or  obedience 
to  any  of  their  inferior  magistrates  or  officers.  I do  fax  ther 
declare  that  the  doctri  re  »f  the  Church  of  England  the  Cal- 
vinists, Huguenots,  and  of  others  of  the  name  Protestants, 
to  be  damnable;  and  they  themselves  are  damned,  and  to 
be  damned,  that  will  not  forsake  the  same.  I do  further 
declare,  that  I will  help,  assist,  an<i  advise  all  or  any  of  bis 
Holiness’  agents,  in  any  place  wherever  i shall  be,  in  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland,  or  in  any  otKer  territory  or 
kingdom  l shall  come  to  “a.nd  do  my  utmost  to  extirpate 
the  heretical  Protestant’s  doctrine,  and  to  destroy  all  their 
pretended  powers,  regal  or  otherwise.  I do  further  promise 
and  dec  a- e,  that  notwithstanding  I am  dispensed  with,  to 
assume  any  reli«io<»  heretical,  for  the  propagating  of  the 
mother  church’  interest,  to  keep  secret  and  private  all  her 
agent’s  <-ouuseis  from  time  to  time,  as  they  entrus  , me,  and 
not  to  divulge,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  word,  writing  or 
circumstance  whatever,  but  to  execute  all  that  shall  be  pro- 
posed, given  in  charge,  or  discovered  unto  roe  bv  you,  my 
ghostly  father,  or  acy  of  this  sacred  convent.  All  which,  J, 
A.  B.,  do  swear  by  the  blessed  Sacrament  lam  now  to  re- 
ceive. to  perform,  and  on  my  part  to  keep  inviolable ; and 
do  call  all  the  heavenly  and  g orious  host  of  Heaven  to  wit- 
ness these  my  real  intentions  to  keep  this,  my  oath,  m 
testimony  hereof,  I take  this  roost  boly  and  bR  sed  sacra- 
ment of  the  Eucharist,  and  witness  the  same  further  with 
ray  band  and  seal,  in  the  face  of  this  holy  convent  this  day 
— An.  bom,  etc.’  

Secret  Oath  of  the  Sanfedjsti — A Society 
established  by  the  Papal  Government  in  1821 
to  discover  those  citizens  who  professed  liberal 
or  heretical  opinions,  called  the  Santa  Fedesli — 
from  Holy  Faith — and  with  secret  ramifications 
in  all  parts  of  Italy,  anS  in  foreign  countries. 


The  members  have  the  image  of  the  VirgiD  Mary- 
suspended  from  their  necks,  and  apostolical 
warrants  in  their  pockets.  They  wear  a medal 
with  the  head  of  the  Pope  stamped  upon  it,  and 
bear  letters  of  authority  from  the  holy  congre- 
gation to  sanctify  their  violent  deeds.  They 
take  an  oath  on  the  gospel,  which  is  stamped 
upon  their  certificate,  and  reads  as  follows: 

* I,  Son  of  the  Holy  Faith,  No.  — , promise  and  swear  to 
sustain  the  altar  and  the  P^pal  throne,  to  exterminate  her- 
etics, liberals,  and  all  enemies  of  the  Church,  without  pily 
for  the  cries  of  children , or  of  men  s/nd  women.  So  help  me 
God.” 


OAT1I  OF  THE  IRISH  RIBBON-MEN. 

•‘I,  Patrick  McKenna,  swear  bv  Saints  Peter  and  Paul, 
and  by  the  b'essed  Virgin  Mary,  to  be  always  faithful  to  th* 
Soci^  y (of  Ribbon-men) ; to  keep  and  conceal  all  its  se  pets, 
and  its  words  of  order;  to  be  always  ready  to  execute  the 
commands  ofmv  superior  officers,  and.  as  far  as  it  sh°ll  lay  in 
my  power,  to  extirpate  all  heretics  and  all  the  Protes- 
tants, and  to  walk  in  their  blood  to  the  knee  ! Mav  the 
Virgin  Mary  and  all  saints  help  me  ! To-day,  the  2d  day  of 
July,  1852.  PAT  McKENN  A, /rowi  Tydavenet  ” 


OATH  OF  THE  BISHOPS. 

I,  G.  N..  elect  of  the  Church  of  N , from  henceforth  will 
be  faithful  and  obedient  to  i$t,  Peter  the  ApoRtle,  and  to 
the  holy  Roman  Courch,  and  to  our  lord  the  lord  N.  P-'pe 
N.  and  to  his  successors  canonically  coming  in  I will  net 
ther  advise,  consent,  nor  do  anything  that  they  may  lose 
life  or  member,  or  that  their  persons  may  be  seized  or  hands 
anywise  laid  uyon  them,  or  any  injuries  offered  to  them, 
under  any  pretence  whatever.  The  Connsel  which  they 
shall  intrust  n.e  withal,  by  themselves,  their  messengers  or 
letters,  I will  not  knowingly  reveal  to  any  to  their  preju- 
dice. I will  help  them  to  defend  and  keep  the  Roman  Pa- 
pacy and  the  royalties  of  St.  Peter,  saving  my  order  against 
all  m n.  The  leg  at.e  of  the  Apostolic  See , going  and  coming 
I will  honorably  treat,  and  help  in  his  necessities  Here- 
tics, SCHISMATICS,  AND  REBELS  TO  OUR  SAID  LORD,  OR  HIS 
AFORESAID  SUCCESSORS;  I WILL  TO  THE  UTMOST  OF  MY 
power,  persecute  and  oppose.  I will  come  to  a counci  1 
when  I am  cai  ed,  unless  I be  hindered  by  a canonical  im- 
pediment. I will  by  myself  in  person,  visit  the  threshold  of 
the  Apostles  every  three  rears  ; and  give  an  account  to  onr 
lord,  and  his  aforesaid  successors,  of  all  my  pastoral  office, 
and  of  all  things  anywise  belonging  to  th“  state  of  ray 
Church,  to  the  discipline  of  my  cergy  and  people,  and  last- 
ly to  the  salvation  of  souls  committed  to  my  trust ; and  will 
in  like  man  er.  humbly  receive  and  diligently  execute  the 
the  Apostolic  commands,  The  possessions  belonging  to  my 
table  I wll  neither  seU  nor  give  away,  mortgage  nor  grant 
anew  in  fee,  nor  anvwise  alienate,  no,  not  even  with  the 
consent  of  the  Chapter  of  mv  Church,  withouc  consulting 
the  Roman  Pontiff  And  if  I shall  make  aDy  alienation,  I 
will  thereby  incur  the  penalties  contained  in  a certain  Con- 
stitution put  forth  about  this  matter 

“So  help  me  God  and  these  holy  Gospels  of  God.  ” 

[See  Pontiff.  Rom.  Antwerp,  Anno  1626,  p. 
59,  86.  See  also  modification  of  this  formula 
adopted  in  1846  and  compare  modification  with 

the  original.] 


OATH  OF  THE  PRIESTS. 

“I.  A.  B.,  do  acknowledge  the  ecclesiastical  power  of  his 
holiness;  and  the  mother  Church  of  Rome,  asthechief  Head 
an  i matron  above  all  pretended  churches  throughout  the 
whole  earth;  and  that  my  zeal  shall  be  for  St.  Peter  and  his 
successors,  as  the  founder  of  the  true  and  ancient  Catholic 
laith,  against  all  heretical  kings,  princes,  states  or  powers, 
repugnant  to  the  same;  and  although  I,  A.  B , further  do 
declare  not  to  act  or  control  any  matter  or  thing  prejudicial 
unto  her;  in  her  secret  orders,  doctrines,  tenets,  or  com- 
mands, without  leave  of  its  supreme  powe  or  its  authority, 
un^er  her  appointed;  and  being  so  permitted,  then  to  act, 
and  further  her  interests,  more  than  my  own  eathlygood 
and  earthly  pleasure,  a9  she  and  her  Head,  his  Holiness,  and 
his  successors  have,  or  ought  io  have,  the  supremacy  over 
a 1 kings  prices,  estates,  or  powers  whatsoever,  either  to 
deprive  them  of  their  crowns,  sceptres,  powers,  privileges, 
realms,  countries,  or  governments,  or  to  set  ud  others  in 
lieu  thereof,  they  dissenting  from  the  mother  church  and 
bercommands.” 

[The  above  is  the  oath  taken  at  Maynooth 
where  many  Priests  are  educated  for  the  United 
States  ] 

(See  also  the  Gregorian  Decretals  lib.  2d.  tit. 
24,  cap.  4,  for  evidence  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  Pope  doth  more  and  more  enlarge  his 
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power  and  enforce  subjection.  See  also  the 
works  of  Dr.  Is^ac  Borrow,  vol.  7,  p.  137. 

Bull  of  Excommunication. — The  following 
was  also  read  hy  Mr.  Brooks  as  furnished  him  by 
Senor  Casali  of  New  York: 

Issued  by  Pope  Benedict  VUIth  aeainst  William  lid,  King 
of  Provence  in  France,  and  against  his  mother,  for 
having  siezpd  certain  pclesiastical  property,  administered 
by  the  Monks  of  St.  Giles. 

May  they  never  be  redeemed  from  the  fate  of  Judas, of  Ann, 
Caiphas,  Pilate  and  Herod. 

May  they  perish  bv  the  curse  of  the  angels  and  suffer  the 
society  of  Satan  In  the  loss  of  their  flesh. 

May  they  be  damned  iD  heaven,  in  earth,  and  in  the  regions 
below. 

Mav  they  Ruff^r  the  malediction  of  God.  and  of  the  world. 
May  th^y  suffer  continually  :n  their  body  may  their  mind 
become  stupified,  and  meet  with  all  bodily  pains,  and  end  in 
perdition. 

May  they  be  damned  with  the  damned  ones,  and  perish 
with  The  wicked 

May  they  be  damned  with  the  Jews,  who  did  not  believe 
in  Ghrist.  and  who  cruc  tied  him. 

May  they  h*  aamned  wi  h the  Protestants,  heretics,  who 
wish  to  overthrow  the  Catholic  Church. 

May  they  be  damned  with  *ne  impioue  and  sinners,  should 
they  not  repent,  and  refuse  to  return  the  property  to  the 
Monk*  of  St.  Giles. 

May  they  be  damned  in  the  four  parts  of  the  world. 

Cursed  i-^  the  East— abandoned  in  +he  West— interdicted 
in  the  North-  excommunic  -ted  in  the  South. 

May  they  be  cursed  in  the  day,  excommunicated  in  the 

night. 

Mav  f hey  be  damned  while  standing,  excommunicated 
while  fitting 

May  they  be  damned  in  eating,  excommunicated  in  drink- 
ing 

May  they  be  damned  in  working,  excommunicated  in  rest- 
ing. 

May  they  be  cursed  in  the  Spring,  and  excommunicated 
in  Summer. 

May  they  be  damned  in  the  Autumn,  and  excommunicat- 
ed in  the  Winter. 

May  they  be  cursed  in  the  present,  and  excommunicated 
in  the  time  to  come. 

Strangers  will  be  allowed  to  possess  themselves  of  their 
property,  and  may  their  women  perish  in  sin  and  their  chil- 
dren be  destroved  by  the  sword. 

May  be  damned  every  one  who  shall  speak,  trade,  and 
have  friendly  relations  with  th*-m 
Maybe  excommunicated  the  Priest,  who  should  adminis- 
ter to  them  the  Sacrament  of ‘he  Hoiy  Communion 
May  be  cursed  and  excommunicated,  the  physician  who 
shall  visit  them  in  their  sickness 
May  be  cursed  the  Grave-digger  who  shall  burv  their 
bodies. 

In  one  word  may  thev  be  damned  with  all  possible  curses! 
Tranlated  from  Les  Preuves  de  Vhistoire  de  la  ville  dc 
Nantes  in  France. 


Look  now  to  the  Council  of  Trent  for  ev  dence 
of  this  supremacy  of  power.  Picture  for  a mo- 
ment that  city,  which  from  1545  to  1563  was  the 
scene  of  so  many  convocations,  ceremonials  and 
displays.  About  a day’s  ride  from  Venice, 
amidst  a delightful  valley  of  the  Alps,  and  on  the 
river  Adige,  is  the  spot  selected  by  Paul  the 
Third,  and  at  the  moment  when  the  Emperor 
Charles  is  making  war  upon  the  Protestants,  to 
secure  reforms  in  the  abuses  of  the  Church.  And 
what  is  the  Reformation  produced  by  this  labor 
of  eighteen  years  7 Its  very  beginning  is  a scl- 
emn  determination  to  extirpate  all  Heretics,  and 
its  closing  labors  are  the  utterances  of  anathe- 
mas. “Cursed  be  all  heretics,”  exclaims  Cardinal 
Lorraine.  “Cursed,”  “cursed,”  cries  tde  council 
of  255  Prelates.  And  what  are  its  decrees  7 — 
That  no  Bible  shall  be  held,  or  read,  except  by 
Priests.  That  no  Bible  shall  be  sold,  without  li- 
cense, except  upon  the  pains  and  penalties  of 
that  mortal  sin  what  is  neither  to  be  forgiven  in 
this  world  nor  the  next ! That  tradition  is  of 
equal  authority  with  the  Bible,  that  Episcopal 
power  is  of  Papal  origin,  that  anathemas  shall 
follow  all  dissenters,  that  original  sin  is  cofirm- 
ed, that  the  seven  sacrament^  are  Church  law, 


that  Luther  and  Zwingli,  are  enemies  of  God, 
because  enemies  of  the  Pope,  that  the  Pope  shall 
decide  upon  the  admission  of  the  cup  into  the 
Lord’s  supper,  that  he  shall  also  decide  upon 
what  books  may  be  used,  and  what  catechisms 
read,  and  that  there  shall  be  a Purgatory,  a 
worship  of  Saints,  images,  relics,  monastic  vows, 
fasts,  kinds  of  food,  indulgences,  &c  &c.  The 
great  doctrine,  however,  of  this  Council  was  that 
the  Pontiff  alone  could  determine  the  true  signi- 
fication of  the  Scriotures,  and  that  these  Scrip- 
tures could  alone  be  used  by  the  Priests. 

Need  we  wonder  that  with  such  a creed  distin- 
guished Bishopslike  Dr.  Cahill  in  England,  (soon 
to  be  among  us,  it  is  said,  as  a religious  teacher) 
and  Hughes  at  home  d?c!arethey  have  no  confi- 
dence in  a Protestant  Bible  7 Or  that  men  like 
Brownson  write,  as  latterly,  that  1 Protestants 
have  hardly  made  any  serious  attempts  to  defend 
Protestantism  as  a religion  and  seem  now  very 
generally  prepared  to  abandon  its  defence,  save 
as  a political  anrl  social  order.”  [See  Brownsoc’s 
Quarterly  Review,  1853,  page  87  ] Protestant- 
ism there,  through  more  than  twenty  pages  is  ar- 
gued not  to  be  a religion  “ but  a rebellion  against 
"God” 

Long  before  this  council  of  Trent,  fourteen 
hundred  years  ago,  a like  council  is  held,  and 
the  Divine  Maternity  of  Mary  is  declared 
against  the  Nestorians;  thirteen  hundred  years 
ago,  her  virginity  agaiust  the  Jovinians;  more 
than  three  hundred  years  ago,  her  exemption 
from  venial  sin  by  the  Council  of  Trent,  and  now 
hy  Pope  and  Cardinals  her  immaculate  concep- 
tion is  made  a church  dogma.  Anathemas  and 
excommunications  follow  those  who  do  not  be- 
lieve all  these  things,  though  many  wise  aud 
good  men  belonging  to  the  church  declare  in 
their  hearts  that  they  believe  this  church  dog- 
ma opposed  to  divine  Revelation. 

But  as  a legislator  I do  not  quarrel  with  these 
dogmas  any  more  than  with  the  dogma  of  the  se- 
ven sacraments  or  the  decree  that  Peter  was  the 
successor  of  the  Savior,  and  that  Pio  Nino  speaks 
by  the  same  authority  as  Jesus,  being  in  the 
grade  of  apostolic  succession.  Nor  in  this  place 
have  I aught  to  say  of  any  of  the  dogmas 
against  which  Luther  preached,  Calvin,  Mel- 
ancthon  and  Erasmus  wrote,  Wickliffe  and  Wes- 
ley protested,  and  which  dissenters  in  all  times 
have  opposed.  They  who  can  may  believe  all 
that  has  been  protested  against,  for  hundreds  of 
years,  and  trust  their  faith  to  one  whom  they  es- 
teem to  be  the  head  of  the  on  y true  church. 

Protestantism,  I also  know,  has  been  aggres- 
sive and  intolerant  at  times,  but  it  is  to  part  of 
a true  protestant  faith  to  be  bigoted  or  unchari- 
table. I defend  no  wrong  in  my  own  faith  because 
it  is  my  own.  Calvin  could  sentence  Servetus  to 
death  for  heresy,  aDd  not  only  hear,  unmov- 
ed, the  shrieks  of  the  affrighted  martyr  as  the 
flames  of  fire  were  consuming  his  body,  but  could, 
in  the  very  refinement  of  cruelty,  even  contem- 
plate with  cool  philosophy  the  commission  of 
such  injustice.  And  even  Melancthon  with  all 
his  exemplary  mildness  could  justify  Calvin  for 
the  martyrdom  of  Servetus.  The  bold  and  intre- 
pid Luther,  the  St.  Paul  of  his  time,  the  master 
spirit  of  the  reformation,  the  moral  hero  of  Ger. 
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maDy  and  Europe,  was  at  times  a harsh  minis- 
ter of  his  faith;  so  was  Cranmer,  who  would  send 
inoffensive  men  and  women  to  the  stake.  So  was 
John  Knox.  Even  Huss,  who  was  burnt  to 
death  by  the  Nominalists,  at  the  council  of  Con- 
stance, had  once  been  a persecutor.  The  heroic 
Ziska,  whose  indignant  spirit  could  not  bear  the 
persecutions  of  Huss  and  Jerome,  avenged  his 
own  wrong  by  putting  the  fanatical  Beglards  to 
fire  and  sword,  Just  as  Francis  the  First, whom 
the  world  called,  and  history  records,  as  gener- 
ous and  just,  declared  he  would  not  spare  his 
own  children,  if  guilty  of  heresy,  and 
permitted  six  of  his  own  subjects  to  be  executed 
in  the  most  shocking  manner  for  heresy. 

I know,  also,  that  Protestants  in  their  time, 
have  passed  many  harsh  laws,  and  I am  cot  here 
to  defend  them.  In  1699,  they  made  the  say- 
ing of  mass  in  England  a crime,  and  punished  the 
offenders  with  life-time  imprisonment.  Teach- 
ing public  or  private  by  the  Romish  partizans, 
was  a similar  offence  and  met  with  like  punish- 
ment. The  same  law  compelled  the  forfeiture 
of  every  Catholic  estate  to  the  nearest  Protes- 
tant kinsman,  until  the  offender  should  redeem 
it  by  professing  a creed  which  his  judgment  and 
conscience  rejected.  The  Catholic  was  dispos- 
sessed of  his  property,  and  made  an  outcast  and 
a beggar.  Of  such  times  and  such  acts,  in  an 
age  of  infidelity,  perhaps  it  was  true,  as 
Dr.  Johnson  said,  that  they,  who  would 
exclaim,  “ Popery,”  “ Popery,”  would  have 
cried  “ Are,”  “ fire,”  in  the  midst  of  the  General 
Deluge.  The  No  Popery  riots  of  1780,  so  graph- 
ically described  by  Dickens  and  others  partook  of 
something  of  the  same  intolerant  spirit. 

But  let  it  be  remembered,  not  as  an  excu  e 
for  these  things,  but  as  a fact,  that  the  intolerant 
spirit  of  Romish  corruption  had  provoked  such 
excesses,  and  that  intolerance  and  bigotry  have 
not  ceased.  Both  were  seen  in  England  when 
Queen  Caroline  commended,  not  Walpole  to  the 
King,  but  the  King  to  Walpole.  The  minister 
of  Church  and  State,  was  greater  than  the  Sov- 
ereign of  the  Realm.  Like  a true  Jesuit,  Wal- 
pole promised  the  Dissenters,  there  should  be  a 
day  of  deliverance  from  the  obligations  of  the 
Test  Act.  It  was  the  word  of  promise  to  the 
ear,  and  broken  to  the  hope.  And  when  the 
final  impatient  cry  of  the  oppressors  went  forth  : 
“ When  will  the  day  of  deliverance  come,  the 
long  delayed  answer,  also  came,  “never,”  "never,” 

“ NEVER.” 

In  Protestant  America,  the  human  mind  has 
become  more  tolerant.  I certainly  have  no  de- 
sire to  recall  the  past,  except  as  it  is  wise  and 
desirable  to  learn  wisdom  from  experience. 

As  Lord  Erskinesaid  in  the  British  Parliament 
at  a period  not  altogether  dissimilar  to  the  pres- 
ent, I will  not  call  up  from  the  grave  of  martyrs 
alii  he  b’ood  that  has  been  spilled  in  England, 
or  elsewhere,  to  save  established  Government 
and  reformed  religion  from  the  secret  villainy, 
and  the  open  forces  of  the  Papists.”  Let  me 
add  that  if  Protestants  have  also  been  bigoted 
and  oppressive  the  hope  that  they  will  be  so  no 
more,  and  if  need  he  let  the  strong  arm  of  law 
reach  them  wherever  faithless  to  the  cause'of  re- 
ligious freedom.  But  it  is  said  the  common  law, 


which  in  truth  is  Legislation  at  Rome  both  as  to 
ecclesiastical  and  civil  law,  for  all  people  and 
countries  where  the  Pope  is  Supreme,  has  its 
exemptions.  This  is  true  in  Belgium,  where  the 
clergy  are  esteemed  to  be  officers  of  Government, 
and  Churches  and  Church  Revenues  are  the 
property  of  the  nation.  It  is  true  in  France, 
where  Church  property  is  held  by  the  Municipal 
Power  of  the  Communes.  The  civil  power  is  also, 
upon  the  surface,  the  controlling  power  in  the 
Catholic  Swiss  cantons  and  in  many  of  the  Ger- 
man Catholic  States.  But  such  exercise  of  pow- 
er is  an  exemption  to  the  common  law,  and  the 
best  possible  aspect  which  can  be  given  to  the 
relations  of  Government  is  that  of  Innocent  III, 
wherein  he  compares  the  Civil  Power  to  the 
Moon,  and  the  Church  to  the  Sun.  ' “ As.”  says 
he,  “the  sun  and  the  moon  are  placed  in  the  fir- 
mament, the  greater  as  the  light  of  the  day, 
and  the  lesser  of  the  night ; thus  are  these  two  t 
powers  in  the  churcn;  the  pontifical,  which,  as 
having  the  charge  of  souls,  is  the  greater,  and 
the  royal,  which  is  less,  and  to  which  the  bodies 
of  men  only  are  trusted.”  But  the  truth  is  this  ; 
Papal  power  claims  dominion  over  both.  I will  i 
now  add  more  modern  testimony  of  the  power 
claimed  by  and  for  the  head  of  the  Church  of 
Rome  in  regard  to  the  civil  and  temporal  ad- 
ministration of  affairs  in  Church  and  State,  and 
read  a few  paragraphs  as  specimens  of  the  ma- 
terial of  which  this  entire  edifice  is  built. 

[Mr.  Brooks  then  read  as  follows  from  the 
volume  of  Brownson’s  Review  ot  1853,  from 
the  article,  “ the  two  orders,  Spiritual  and 
Temporal.”  Brownson’s  Review. J [Yol.  1.  p.  48. 

* * * * * * * 

ct  The  deposing  power,  there,  is  inherent  in  her 
(the  Church)  as  the  spiritual  authority,  as  the 
guardian  and  judge  of  the  law,  under  which 
Kings  and  Emperors  hold  their  crowns,  and  have 
the  right  to  reign,  for  in  deposing  a sovereign, 
absolving  his  subjects  from  their  allegiance,  and 
authorizing  them  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a 
new  sovereign,  she  does  but  apply  the  law  of 
Christ  to  a particular  case,  and  judicially  de- 
clares what  is  already  true  by  that  law.  She 
only  declares  that  the  forfeiture  has  occurred, 
and  that  the  subjects  are  released  from  their 
oaths  of  fidelity  who  are  already  released  by  the 
law  of  God.” 

* % * * * * * 

“The  Pope  has  the  right  to  pronounce  sen- 
tence of  deposition  against  any  sovereign,  when 
required  by  the  good  of  the  spiritual  order.” 
[p.  48. 

******* 

“ The  power  she  (the  Church)  exercised  over 
sovereigns  in  the  middle  ages  was  not  a usurpa- 
tion was  not  derived  from  the  concession  of 
Princes,  or  the  consent  of  all  people,  but  was, 
and  is,  was  by  diviDe  right,  and  who  so  resists  it, 
rebels  against  the  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of 
Lords.  This  is  the  ground  on  which  we  defend 
the  power  exercised  over  sovereigns  by  Pope 
and  council  in  the  middle  ages.”  [p.  47. 

******* 

‘•For  every  Catholic  at  least,  the  Church  is 
the  supreme  judge  of  the  limits  aud  extent  of  her 
own  powers.  Sim  can  be  judged  by  no  one,  and 


7 


this  of  itself  implies  her  absolute  supremacy  and 
that  the  temporal  order  must  receive  its  law,  at 
least  its  interpretation  from  her.  So  she  always 
asserted  by  the  mouths  of  all  her  holy  Doctors, 
her  councils  and  her  Sovereign  Pontiffs.”  [p.  54. 
******* 

“Whenever  the  occasion  occurred,  she  asser- 
ted her  power,  not  in  empty  words  only,  but  in 
deeds,  to  judge  sovereigns  Kings  and  Casars,  to 
jbestow  or  take  away  crowns,  to  depose  ungodly 
rules  and  to  absolve  their  subjects  from  their 
oath  of  allegiance.”  [p.  54. 

* * * * * * * 

“ She  (the  Church)  bears  by  divine  right — both 
swords,  but  she  exercises  the  temporal  sword 
by  the  hand  of  the  Prince  or  Magistrate.  The 
temporal  sovereign  holds  it  subject  to  her  order 
to  be  exercised  in  her  service  under  her  direc- 
tion.” [p.  60. 

******* 

“ When,  then,  we  find  a Sovereign  Pontiff 
judging,  condemning  and  deposing  a secular 
Prince,  releasing  his  subjects  from  their  obliga- 
tion to  obey  him,  and  authorizing  them  to  choose 
another  King,  we  may  regret  the  necessity  for 
such  extreme  measures  on  the  part  of  the  Pon- 
tiff, but  we  see  in  them  oniy  the  bold  and  decid- 
ed exercise  of  the  legitimate  authority  of  the 
spiritual  and  the  temporal ; and  instead  of  blush- 
ing for  the  chief  of  our  religion,  or  joining  our 
voice  to  swell  the  clamor  against  him,  we  thank 
him  with  our  whole  heart  for  his  fidelity  to 
Christ— and  we  give  him  the  highest  honor  that 
we  can  give  to  a true  servant  of  God  and  bene- 
factor of  mankind.”  [p.  611.] 

***** 

“ A sovereign  Pontiff,  successor  of  the  Prince 
of  the  Apostles,  Vicar  ot  God  on  Earth,  if  even 
through  fear  of  the  secular  power,  whether  royal 
or  popular  in  its  constitution,  I forgot  to  assert 
their  rights  as  supreme  chief  under  Christ,  my 
services,  of  the  whole  spiritual  order,  and  as 
such  supreme  alike  in  spirituals  and  in  tempo- 
rals, let  my  right  hand  forget  her  coming,  and 
my  tongue  cleave  to  the  root  of  mouth,  [p. 
621]  ***** 

From  article  “ The  spiritual  not  for  the  tem- 
poral,” April  1853,  (Brownson’s  Review.) 

“ The  spiritual  is  not  only  superior  to  the  tem- 
poral, but  is  its  soverign,  and  punishes  its  law.” 

I am  the  more  careful  to  read  these  extracts 
from  the  official  Book,  which  I find  in  the  State 
library,  because  of  the  bold  denial  of  Mr  Brown- 
son  to  the  authenticity  of  a paragraph,  less  of- 
fensive than  any  one  of  these,  credited  to  him 
by  my  friend  from  the  31st,  (Mr  Putnam),  and 
whose  lead  I am  very  happy  to  follow  in  his  hon- 
est effort  to  correct  a great  public  abuse. 

Let  me  now  link  the  chain  of  evidence  as  to 
the  interference  of  this  huge  power  in  matters 
alien  to  all  free  religious  worship. 

[Mr  Brooks  then  rend  the  following  extracts:] 

“ Blasius,  in  his  book,  De  Rom.  Eccles,  Digni- 
tate , pp.  34,  83,  84,  says,  ‘ Unicus  Dei,  &c.,  the 
pope  is  the  only  vicar  of  God,  his  power  is  over 
all  the  world,  Pagan  as  well  as  Christian;  the 
only  vicar  of  God  who  has  supreme  power,  and 
empire  over  all  kings  and  princes  of  the  earth  ’ 

“ Bzovius,  in  his  book  De  Rom,  Pontif. , cap  46 


p.  621.  ‘ Papa  summan,  &c.  The  Pope  has  su- 
preme power  even  over  kings  and  Christian  prin- 
ces, who  may  correct  them,  and  remove  them 
from  office  and  in  their  place  put  in  others.’  See 
Domoulin’s  Papal  Usurpations,  p.  14,  &c.  folio. 

“ Mancinus,  De  jure  princip.  Rom.  Lib.  3.  cap. 
i.  2 says,  • Papa,  &c.  The  pope  is  lord  of  the 
whole  world.  The  pope,  as  pope,  has  temporal 
power ; his  temporal  power  is  most  eminent. — 
All  other  powers  depend  on  the  pope.’ 

“ Moscovius,  De  Majestat.  Eccles.  Milit.  Lib.  i. 
cap.  8,  says,  ‘ Pontifex,  &c.  The  pope  is  univer- 
sal judge : he  is  king  of  kings,  and  lord  of  lords. 
God's  tribunal  and  the  pope’s  tribunal  are  the 
same.  All  other  powers  are  his  subjects.’  See 
also  Phithou,  Corpus.  Jnr.  Canon.  29  Decret. 
Titul.  7,  cap.  3,  and  Binii  Concilia,  ix,  54. 

“ Scioppius,  in  his  Eccles.  Jacob.  Mag.  Brit. 
Reg.  Oppos.  cap.  138,  139,  241,  says,  1 Catholici 
non  tantum,  &c.  Catholics  believe  the  pope’s 
power,  to  be  not  only  ministerial  but  imperial, 
and  supreme  ; so  that  he  has  the  right  to  direct 
and  compel,  with  the  power  of  life  and  death.’ 

“ Maynardus,  in  his  book,  De  Privileg  Eccles, 
Artie.  5,  sect.  19  and  21 ; Artie.  6,  sect.  1 and  11; 
Artie.  13,  sect.  19,  says,  ‘ Magistrates  are  the 
pope’s  subjects.’  ‘ The  pope  has  power  in  the 
whole  world,  in  temporal  and  spirituals.’ — ‘Sta- 
tutes made  by  laymen  do  not  bind  the  clergy.’ 

“ Turrecrementa,  Card  Ad.  can.  alius.  3,  caus. 
15 ; Quest.  6,  and  in  his  book  De  Eecles.  Lib.  ii. 
cap.  14,  says,  ‘ Papa  potest,  &c.  The  pope  can 
depose  emperors  and  kings ; he  may  lawfully 
absolve  subjects  from  their  oath  of  allegiance. 
If  the  king  (or  chief  magistrate)  be  manifestly  a 
heretic,’ — that  is  a protestant, — ‘ the  church  may 
depose  him.’ 

"The  sum  of  this  argument  is  this. — When 
the  good  of  the  Roman  church  requires  it,  (and 
the  pope  is  judge  of  that,)  ‘ the  pontiff  can  enact 
civil  laws  for  a people  ; he  can  confirm  them  ; 
and  abrogate  them  as  his  will,  as  supreme  spiri- 
tual prince  ; he  can  erect  kingdoms ; transfer 
thrones;  dispose  magistrates,  kings,  and  emper- 
ors ; and  by  divine  right,  he  can  rescind  all  obli- 
gations of  citizens  to  their  government;  and  all 
allegiance  of  a people  to  their  chief  magistrate.’ 

“ The  glossa  of  John  Semeca  in  Gratian,  asks, 
— ‘ For  what  sins  may  the  emperor  (or  a magis- 
trate) be  deposed  V The  answer  is  this : — 1 Pro 
quolibet,  — For  any  sin,  if  he  he  incorrigible ; 
and  not  only  for  his  sins,  but  if  he  do  unprofita- 
bly  manage  his  regal  power.’  See  Glossa,  ad 
Can.  Si  papa  6,  Dist.  40  The  power  of  judging 
when  a magistrate  does  1 manage  his  civil  power 
unprofiiably,’  is  a’so  vested  in  the  pope.  See 
Can.  Aiius,  2.  Cans,  15.  Qraest.  5. — Demoulin 
p.  21.  Pope  Zaeharj  acted  according  to  the  let- 
ter of  this  law,  w tea  he  deposed  the  kmg  '-f 
France. 

“By  Canon  law  the  pope  is  invested  whh  pow- 
er to  annul  any  civil  law  teat  may  injure  the  pa- 
pal interests.  Here  is  tne  law.  Corpus.  | Jur. 
Canon.  Lib.  vi.  Decretal , cap.  9.  ‘ Non  valeat 
&c.— All  laws  by  which  the  office  of  a heresy 
dectector  is  obstructed,  or  retarded,  are  null 
and  void.’ 

“Again  cap.  19,  p 142.  ‘Bona,  &c.  The 
goods  of  heretics  are  rightfully  confiscated.’ 
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Thus  in  Austria,  Spain,  or  in  Mexico,  whatever 
appeal  the  oppressed  may  make  to  the  civil  law, 
it  is  all  in  vain.  The  ghostly  tribunal  confiscates 
his  goods ; and  not  only  is  the  father,  and  protec- 
tor of  a family,  torn  away  by  the  spiritual  ruffians; 
but  every  article  of  property,  and  even  the  last 
morsal  of  food,  are  abstracted  from  the  mother, 
and  be?  weeping  children. 

Again,  cap.  6.  p.  135.  ‘ Ordinarii,  &c. — Pre- 
lates, vicars-general,  and  their  delegates,  and  in- 
quisitors, may  enforce  persons  whe  have  secular 
jurisdiction  to  execute  their  sentence  upon  here- 
tics.’ Thus,  acording  to  the  very  letter  of  the 
Canon  law,  ‘ priests  are  constituted  judges  in 
civil  matters : and  kings  and  magistrates  are  ‘the 
pope’s  hangmen  !’ 

“ The  following  I copy  from  the  famous  De- 
cretal ot  Pope  Gregory  IX  Lib.  V.  Titul.  7,  cap. 
13.  1 Moneantur,  &c. — Let  the  seculiar  powers 
be  admonished  and  induced ; and  if  necessary, 
let  them  be  compelled  by  church  censures,  that, 
as  they  desire  to  be  esteemed  among  the  faith- 
ful, so  for  the  defence  of  the  faith,  they  publicly 
take  an  oath.tfat  from  the  lands  UDder  their 
jurisdictions,  they  will  with  all  their  might,  study 
to  exterminate  all  heretics  denounced  by  the 
church  &c.” 

“ In  section  sixth,  the  pope  utters  his  curse ‘on 
all  civil  powers  who  impose  new  taxes  without 
the  consent  of  the  Roman  court.’ 

“ In  the  15th  section,  he  curses  magistrates, 
who  take  away  the  jurisdiction  of  all  benefices, 
and  tithes,  or  other  spiritual  causes,  from  the 
cognizance  of  the  court  of  Rome  ’ Hence,  if 
our  courts  take  up  a cause  of  quarrel  between 
the  priests  or  laymen,  about  moneys  due  to  ‘ the 
church ,’  or  ‘any  spiritual  property,'  instead  of  re- 
ferring it  simply  to  the  foreign  judge,  they  come 
under  the  papal  curse. 

“ In  the  17ih,  be  curses  all  who  hinder  priests 
and  ecclesiastics  from  exerting  their  ghostly  ju- 
risdiction ; or  who  shall  appeal  to  civil  court  for 
redress,  ‘ to  procure  prohibitions,  and  penal  man- 
dates against  these  priestly  courts,  &c. 

In  the  24th,  he  curses  bishop  and  priest,  who 
shall  give  absolution  to  any  one  under  these 
dooms,  ‘in  face  of  these  presents;’ and  he  de- 
clares that  he  will  proceed  to  severe  spiritual  and 
temporal  punishments,  as  he  shall  think  most 
convenient.’ 

If  the  use  of  temporal  power  and  temporal  in- 
terference in  State  and  Church,  or  the  combi- 
nation of  Church  aud  State  are  still  denied,  it  is 
a brazen  contradiction  of  a well  authenticated 
truth.  Political  events  in  every  country  are  sub- 
jects of  report  from  every  diocese  at  least  once 
a year.  Sardinia  to-day  is  the  victim  of  Papal 
oppression  Victor  Maruel,  the  young  King 
there,  is  mocked  in  his  calamities,  though  losing 
mother  and  wife  in  the  space  of  eight  days  by 
the  whole  order  of  Jesuits.  The  Pope  censures 
him  for  favoring  religious  toleration,  aud  for  not 
looking  with  a more  kindly  spirit  upon  the  490 
convents,  spread  like  cells  in  a honey  comb,  all. 
over  tbat  small  kingdom,  and  as  full  of  Priests  as 
the  hive  is  full  of  bees.  King  and  country  are 
g ven  over  to  by  the  Pope  for  declaring  all  men 
equal  before  God,  in  the  civil  law. 

Do  you  ask  for  additional  evidence  of  Papal 


Supremacy  or  dominion  with  the  government  of 
the  earth.  Let  me  add  to  what  I have  said  the 
words  of  the  great  Machiavelli,  he  who  was 
strangled  for  uttering  the  truth,  and  for  his  en- 
deavors to  give  deliverance  to  Florence.  “If  Italy 
says  he,  “has  always  been  the  prey,  not  onJy  of  bar- 
barians, but  also  of  any  foreign  power  willing  to  at- 
tack it,  we  Italians  are  indebted  for  it  to  the 
popes  aoone.”  Who,  asked  a brave  man  in  the 
the  Sardinian  Parliament, the  last  month,  invited 
Pepin  to  Italy  1 Stephen  II.  Who  called  Char- 
lemange'l  Adrian  I,  ArnofF,  the  German,  the 
two  Othos,  Henry  II,  Conrad  the  Salic,  Charles 
d’ADjou  were  called  by  the  popes.  French,  Sax- 
ons, Swedes,  Spaniards,  Germans,  Swiss,  Hunga- 
rians, and  even  Turks,  all  of  them  were  called  to 
Italy  by  pontifis  of  Rome.  Since  the  revolution 
of  1848,  Austrians,  Neapolitans,  Spainards  and 
French  have  all  been  the  guardians  of  Italian  ty- 
ranny, while  Italians  have  been  watched 
and  hunted,  exiled  and  imprisoned,  condemned 
and  executed. 

Look  at  Italy  now,  as  seen  in  what  are  called 
the  States  of  the  Church.  A|little  while  since, 
upon  an  area  of  27,280  square  miles,  and  with  a 
population  of  less  than  3 000,000  of  people,  there 
were  53,000  Priests,  1,825  Monasteries,  612  Nun- 
neries, protected  not  by  a Roman,  but  by  a Swiss 
soldiery  of  four  or  five  thousand  men.  One  day 
it  is  an  Austrian  army  in  command;  another, 
Swiss  hirelings,  another  Neapolitan  soldiers,  and 
to-day  it  is  the  protection  of  French  bayonets. 
Look  even  now  at  the  City  of  Rome,  with  its 
Chapel  of  the  Madonna  in  the  Church  of  the  St. 
Augastines,  hung  with  dirks  and  knives,  (as  an- 
other chapel,  there  is  hung  with  human  bones, 
formed  into  chandeliers  and  curious  devices,) 
given  up  on  condition  of  pardon  and  absolution 
for  all  past  offences. 

In  a single  day  in  Rome,  under  French 
domination,  there  have  been  120  assassinations 
in  24  hours,  and  with  a population  of  only  150,- 
000  people  ! 

Compare  this  Papal  city  (Rome),  with  any  in 
this  Protestant  land.  Compare  any  of  the  Cath- 
olic cities  of  Europe  and  South  America,  with 
the  Protestant  cities  of  Europe  on  this  Continent. 
Behold  the  city  of  Naples  aod  the  city  of  Broth- 
erly Love ! The  city  of  Mexico  and  the  city  of 
Boston!  The  city  of  Rome,  with  its  seven  hills, 
and  all  its  glorious  classic  history,  and  little 
Manhattan  island,  which  makes  up  our  own 
imperial  city  ! Contrast  the  Empire  of  Rome, 
with  the  little  island  of  Britain.  Picture  the 
time  when  the  mightiest  of  the  Caesars  led  the 
Roman  army  agaiost  the  Barbarian  Britons  — 
What  is  Rome  now,  and  what  is  Britain  now  1 
And  what  has  wrought  these  stupendous 
changes  1 I will  tell  you.  England  is  Protes- 
tant, and  therein  lies  her  gigantic  strength  — 
America  is  Protestant,  and  therein  is  the  chief 
source  of  her  power.  Italy  is  Priest-ridden,  and 
that  is  the  canker-worm  that  has  eaten  out  her 
very  vitals  We  owe  our  government,  our  lib- 
erties, our  prosperity,  mainly  to  our  Protestant 
religion.  If  evidence  was  yet  needed  of  Papal 
domination  in  matters  of  civil  government, 
look  at  Switzerland.  Her  crags,  and  peaks,  and 
“ cloud-capt  towns,”  are  all  symbols  of  liberty, 
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but  there,  only  nine  years  ago,  the  Holy  See  be- 
came the  instrument  of  civil  war,  and  Colleges 
and  Convents,  even  the  Covents  of  Nuns,  were 
filled  with  arms  which  were  used  to  deluge  the 
land  of  William  Tell  wilh  fraternal  blood.  The 
little  Republic  of  San  Marino  has  been  haunted 
by  the  same  fatal  power,  and  was  only  saved 
from  Roman  cupidity  a few  months  since,  by  the 
merciful  interposition  of  the  French.  Stand  upon 
the  Rialto  of  Venice,  and  recall  the  days  when 
Giulius  II,  Paul  the  V and  Clement  the  V,  let 
loose  the  dogs  of  war  upon  that  beautiful  city  of 
the  sea. 

The  Romish  Censorship  of  the  Press,  and  its 
hostility  to  works  of  a liberal  character,  show 
the  anti-Republican  character  of  this  illiberal 
power.  Though  it  may  sometimes  be  done,  it 
is  not  lawful  to  read  Bacon,  Locke,  Hobbes, 
Kant,  Des  Cartes,  Grotius,  Maehiavelli,  Mon- 
tesquieu in  books  of  Philosophy;  Buffon,  Coper- 
nicus, Gall,  Cuvier,  D.  Alemhert  in  Science;  Mil 
ton,  Lafontane,  Ariosto,  Victor  Hugo,  in  poetry 
and  prose;  nor  Hume,  Gibbon,  Robertson  and 
Botta  in  History.  The  works  of  our  own  Thom- 
as Jefferson,  are  also  named  among  the  books 
which  it  is  not  lawful  to  read.  Eleven  r>r  twelve 
years  ago,  October  11,  1843,  Daniel  O’Connell, 
in  addressing  his  countrymen  in  Dublin,  at  the 
Corn  Exchange,  said: — "You  should  do  all  in 
your  power,  to  carry  out  the  pious  intentions  of  His 
Holiness,  the  Pope.  Where  you  have  the  electoral 
franchise,  give  your  votes  to  none  but  those  who 
will  assist  you  in  so  holy  a struggle.” 

I have  given  in  another  speech,  the  time  and 
manner,  and  place,  where  Bishop  Hughes  haran- 
gued the  populace  “ to  carry  out  the  pious  in- 
tentions of  the  Pope.”  And  let  me  say  before 
closing,  and  as  my  creed, that  church  properly  be- 
longs to  the  worshippers  and  not  to  the  clergy. 
It  would  be  a monstrous  perversion  of  religious 
liberty  to  admit  that  priests  or  bishops  aloDe 
can  own  or  control  the  temporalities  of  the 
church. 

The  clergy  of  the  church  of  Rome  derived 
their  power  to  hold  church  property  from  the 
civil  law,  and  ifthe  civil  law  originated  the  pow- 
er, cannot  the  civil  law  restore  to  itself  a power 
of  its  own  creation  1 I speak  this  for  Europe 
and  not  the  United  States.  Constantine  the 
Great,  great  only  in  his  sins,  for  he  murdered 
his  own  wife,  son,  brother,  and  brother  in-law, 
received  his  title  of  great  because  he  provied  by  a 
1 civil  law,  still  held  sacred,  that  temporal  power 
> to  the  See  of  Rome,  which  made  Dante  sing,  in 
! the  very  sadness  of  Italian  song,  and  in  language 
: in  entire  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  Petrarch, 

; Boccacio  and  Cola  dejRienzi.  always  opposed  to 
■ .he  papal  theocracy  : 

1 " O Constantin  di  quanto  mol  fu  malre, 

' Non  la  tua  conversion,  ma  quella  dote, 

Che  do.  le  prese  il  pi  inioricco  patre 
i The  canon  law  of  the  Baltimore  ordinance  of 
. 1852  is  a step  backward  towards  the  dark  ages. 

That  ordinance  is  not  only  at  war  with  the  spi- 
‘ rit  of  the  bill  before  us,  with  the  Revised  Siat- 
j ates  and  the  State  Constitution,  but  repugnant 

! * “ O,  CoDstantire  I howniucn  evil  originated,  not.  from 
1 thy  conversion,  but  from  that  arantfiom  thee  to  the  brat 
1 .Pope  whom  you  made  rich.” 


to  the  spirit  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  The 
anathemas  of  the  Council  of  Trent  are  pronoun- 
ced against  all,  even  the  clergy,  who  will  not  re- 
sist, even  the  State  itself,  should  the  State  at- 
tempt to  give  laymen,  or  anybody  but  priests 
and  bishops,  the  control  of  church  property.  I 
shall  readfrom  this  1 G i h Canon  of  the  Council  of 
Baltimore,  held  in  1852,  beginning  with  the 
words:  “Q uoniam  quae  Deo ” — and  from  the 
fourth  Canon  of  the  Ordnance  of  1849,  to  show 
how  far,  in  this  land,  a power  emanating  from 
Rome,  undertakes  to  exercise  influence  over 
church  property.  Nor  shall  it  be  said  that  this 
Canon  Law  is  dead,  obsolete  or  without  effect. 
The  St  Louis  church  in  Buffalo  presents  a case 
in  point  where  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  en- 
force this  power.  The  Rochester  church  case, 
cited  by  the  Senator  from  the  27th,  (Mr.  Bishop) 
is  another  case  in  point,  for  there  the  major 
curse  of  excommunication  was  cot  only  pronoun- 
ced against  all  Catholics  who  would  not  give  the 
Bishop  control  of  church  property,  but  the  per- 
sons resisting  this  clerical  usurpation  were  as- 
saulted and  driven  by  brute  force,  and  upon  the 
Sabbath  from  the  very  threshold  of  the  church 
which  they  had  contributed  to  erect  as  a house 
for  their  own  worship,  and  all  this  because  they 
would  not  make  over  this  church  property  to 
the  bishop. 

Let  me  remark  here  that  the  Senator  from  the 
11th  (Mr  Crosby)  was  mistaken  in  what  be  said 
of  Catholic  Church  Property  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  with  an  exception  or  two,  and  St.  Peter’s 
Church  for  one.  The  churches  there,as  elsewhere, 
are  held  in  the  name  of  the  Bishop,  and  not  in 
the  name  of  the  Trustees.  In  the  case  of  St. 
Peter’s  Church,  there  are  circumstances,  I am 
told,  connected  with  the  ownership  of  the  church, 
which  required  the  trust  to  be  thus  held.  But 
even  there  the  Bishop  sits  like  a despot  on  his 
throne,  and  the  master  of  the  Trustees.  I find 
in  the  Register’s  office  no  conveyance  by  St. 
Peter’s  Church  of  their  property  in  Barclay 
street,  but  the  following  conveyance  is  there  : 
"James  R.  Bailey  and  James  B.  Nicholson,  new 

Trustees  appointed  by  the  Court,  in  place  of 

Charles  C Pyce,  survivor  and  assignee  of  St 

Peter’s  Church  : To 

The  Trustees  of  St.  Patrick’s  Cathedral 
(without  warning  such  Trustees  ) This  convey- 
ance purports  to  be  made  by  the  order  of  the 
Court,  in  a suit  brought  for  partition  of  pro- 
perty, and  conveys  to  the  Trustees  of  St.  Pat- 
rick's Caihedral  thirty-two  lots  of  ground  in 
50th  and  51st  streets,  in  two  parcels,  one  350 
bv  210  feet  10  inches,  and  the  other  105  bv 
85  feet.” 

I have  taken  occasion  during  a visit  of  a day 
in  New  York  to  secure  references,  taken  from 
the  Register’s  Office  there  of  the  amount  of 
property  held  by  John  Hughes  in  that  city.  I 
suppose  its  value  to  be,  in  New  York  alone,  not 
much  short  of  five  millions  of  dollars.  So  far 
from  this  property  being  held',  when  in  Churches 
by  Trustees  there  are  numerous  transfers  from 
Trustees  to  John  Hughes ! Beginning  with 
February  1842,  and  continuing  through  1854,  a 
friend  of  mine  copied  fifty  eight  entities  of  as 
many  distinct  parcels  of  properly  made  in  the 
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name  of  and  for  John,  Hughes,  all  in  the  space  of 
twelve  years! — not  to  John  Hughes,  Bishop,  nor 
to  John  Hughes  Arch  Bishop,  nor  to  John 
Hughes,  as  Trustee  for  the  great  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church,  but  to  plain  John  Hughes,  in  his 
own  propria  persona.  Some  of  these  parcels  of 
property  cover  whole  squares  of  land  and  nearly 
all  of  them  are  of  great  value.  The  rule  of  that 
Church  is  never  to  part  with  properly,  and  to 
receive  *11  that  can  he  purchased.  What  is  true 
of  New  York  City  is  true  of  the  State,  and  fifteen 
or  twenty  cases  of  property  assigned  to  Bishop 
John  Timon  were  named  by  the  Senator  from 
Monroe. 

FTo  those  who  were  curious  in  such  mat- 
ters, Mr.  Brooks  exhibited  the  number,  book  and 
page  of  these  several  entries  in  the  City  of  New 
York  in  behalf  of  John  Hughes  J 

I now  read  from  the  two  Baltimore  papal  or- 
dinances of  1849  and  1852,  from  translations 
which  in  spirit  and  substance  I believe  to  be 
correct : — 

“ The  fathers  decree  that  all  churches  and 
other  ecclesiastical  property,  acquired  by  gifts 
or  through  the  obligations  of  the  faithfill  de- 
signed to  be  expended  for  charitable  or  religious 
uses  .belong  to  the  ordinary,  (Bishop)  unless  it 
appears  and  is  certified  in  writing,  that  the  same 
was  given  fur  the  use  of  some  religious  order  or 
congregation  of  priests,” — Translated  from  the 
Law  of  1849. 

“ Whereas,  the  things  given  to  God  for  the  use 
of  divine  worship  and  works  of  charity  come 
under  the  control  of  the  church,  whose  duty  it 
Is  to  see  that  the  pious  will  of  the  donors  be 
faithfully  executed,  and  whereas,  the  sacred 
Canons  have  often  defended  them  against  the 
usurpations  of  laymen,  we  strictly  forbid  the  in- 
terference of  laymen,  (laici)  in  the  administra- 
tion of  those  things  without  the  the  free  consent 
of  Bishops  (Episcopalian  ) Hence,  when  not 
called  to  this  by  the  Bishop  they  usurp  the  pow- 
ers to  use  this  property  or  in  any  manner  frus- 
trate or  defraud  the  will  of  the  donors,  or  if 
they  try  to  wrest  from  the  Bishop's  hands,  the 
things  committed  to  his  trust  and  care,  even  bv 
means  of  the  State,  we  define  and  declare  that 
they  fall,  ipso  facto,  under  the  punishment  in- 
flicted by  the  fathers  of  the  council  of  Trent. 
(Session  23,  chap  11,  De  Reformatione,)  on  the 
usurpers  of  ecclesiastical  property.” — Translated 
from  the  Law  of  1852 

The  section  from  the  council  of  Trent  above 
referred  to  begins,  si  quid  dericorum , <pc.,  and 
anathmatises  all  clerical  and  laical  persons, 
“ be  they  even  Emperors  or  Kings,”  who  do 
not  concentrate  all  church  property  in  the 
head  of  the  church.  Rents,  rights,  even  those 
held  in  fee  or  under  leases,  the  fruits,  emolu- 
ments or  any  sources  of  reward  whatsoever, 
belonging  to  any  church  or  to  any  benefice, 
whether  secular  or  regular,”  &c.,  &c  ,Jare  pro, 
perties  over  which  supreme  power  is  claimed. 

The  Papal  Power  may  and  does  absolve  alle- 
giance to  a lawful  sovereign,  by  the  will  of  one 
man.  It  claims  power  over  the  civil  arm  as  well 
as  over  the  religious  life.  It  was  a question  of 
Church  Property,  which  brought  Bedini  to  the 
United  States.  It  was  a question  of  Property 


which  prompted  the  ordinance.*  I have  read  from 
Baltimore.  The  seven  millions  ol  French  citizens 
who  voted  to  perpetuate  the  French  dynasty,  did 
so  with  French  bayonels  on  one  side  of  the 
ballot  box  and  French  Priests  on  the  other,  and 
the  compensation  was  the  continuance  of  the 
French  army  in  Italy,  to  protect  the  See  of 
Rom?.  To-day,  an  American  citizen  and  a 
Bishop,  a favorite  in  the  Diocese  at  Detroit,  over 
which  he  long  presided,  is  immurred  in  some 
European  prison  or  Monastery,  for  no  crime  to 
the  country  where  he  lived,  and  for  no  offei.ee 
to  the  church  where  he  officiated.  Here  are 
subjects,  political  aud  temporal,  combined  with 
church  government. 

Sir,  it  is  time  to  avert  this  monstrous  usur- 
pation, not  by  force,  but  by  a law  which  shall 
know  no  distinctions  of  sects  in  the  control  of  ' 
church  properly,  either  as  to  devisements,  own- 
erships or  investments.  In  civil  matters,  or  in 
Church  teraporaliiies  growing  out  of  trusis,  there 
must  be  no  sovereignty  in  Roman  Pontiffs  or  in 
the  John  Timons  and  John  Hughes’  ‘‘of  the 
Province  of  New  York.”  Wo  were  a Province  i 
once,  not  of  a Pope,  but  of  an  Empire.  Thank 
God  we  are  rid  of  that  tyranny  now.  It  ma 
exist  in  Austria,  along  the  Danube,  with  Naple. 
and  other  Italian  States,  along  the  Mediterra 
nean  and  in  unhappy  Ireland.  Yousee  the  systen  ! 
and  its  bitter  fruits  in  these  countries,  and  yo- 
see  almost  the  antipodes  of  it  in  Lutheran  Ger-  , 
many  and  Norway,  in  Presbyterian  Scotland  anc 
Episcopalean  England. 

Italy  pictures  the  whole  system  of  snperstilior  i 
and  oppression  within  her  own  borders.  Ths  i 
streams  of  fire  which  there  and  in  Sicily,  in  time! 
past,  rolled  like  a flood  over  the  devoted  cities 
of  Catania,  Pompeii  and  Herculaneum  are  typi 
cal  of  the  moral  desolation  of  such  Governments 
There  is  beauty  upon  the  surface,  but  Etna  anc 
Vesuvius,  with  their  subterranean  fires,  are  con 
suming  all  within.  The  great  heart  of  the  na- 
tion is  filled  with  dead  men’s  bones  aDd  all  un 
cleanness. 

I will  not  reproduce  the  great  past  in  the  his  . 
tory  of  Rome  and  of  Italy  There  are  rnemoiT 
als  there,  which  though  faded  and  dwarfed  cat 
never  die. 

*•  ’Twere  long:  to  tel’,  and  sad  to  trace 

Each  step  from  splendor  to  disgrace.” 

I see  Italy,  beautiful  even  in  her  -misfortunes 
with  the  same  soft  blue  and  golden  skies  a . 
in  the  days  of  Virgil,  Petrarch,  Horace  ancj 
Dante— still  the  land  of  the  pencil  and  of  song 
as  fruitful,  too,  in  her  history  as  in  her  luxuri 
ant  gardens.  First  in  arts  and  first  in  arms ; 
she  is  now  indeed  but  “ the  Niobe  of  nations’ 
and  “ the  dead  mother  of  lone  empires.”  Bu 
Rome  may  rise  again,  when,  and  only  when,  ai 
intelligent  people  shall  rule  in  the  palace  o thi 
Caesars, as  the  Ponlift  rules  in  the  Church.  Shi 
must  cast  off  that  moral  malaria  which  is  morij 
infectious  to  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  Stab 
than  the  pestilent  atmosphere  of  a thousand  Pon  1 
tine  marshes. 

From  Italy  and  from  the  old  world  let  otr 
land  and  continent  learn  wisdom.  History  evei 
in  its  errors,  like  a ligli  house  on  the  rocks  or  tin 
North  Star  over  a stormy  ocean  is  the  moral  com 
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pass  which, true  as  the  needle  to  the  Poles  points 
to  a haven  of  safety.  Behold  what  this  Piotes- 
tantland  has  already  done  for  the  Emigrants  and 
exiles  of  the  old  world  ! Let  those  who  come 
from  the  desolated  homes  cf  their  childhood, 
pooi*  in  purse,  crushed  inspirit,  condemned  to 
Exile,  it  may  be,  for  indulging  in  an  aspiration 
for  civil  or  religious  freedom  ask,  themselves 
what  sort  of  alchemy  it  is  which  has  _ made 
America  a more  prosperous  nation  wiihin  the 
single  life  time  of  some  one  citizen,  born  upon 
the  soil,  than  any  European  nation  has  become 
through  long  centuries  of  time.  More  than  to 
any  thing  else  in  my  judgment  we  owe  this  pre- 
eminent success  to  our  Protestant  Religion.  We 


thi  people  of  the  State  of  New  York,”  in  the 
language  of  our  own  Constitution,  “are  grateful 
to  Almighty  God  for  our  freedom,  for  the  free  ex- 
ercise and  enjoyment  of  religious  profession  and 
worship,”  for  all  that  perfect  independence,  lib- 
erty and  equality  of  right  which  can  exist  in  no 
government  not  founded  upon  a true  Protestant 
faith. 

Through  the  past  we  can  learn  the  pathwa 
of  coming  duty,  and  behold  what  it  is  which 
constitutes  the  true  glory  of  a Republican  State 
and  Government.  In  the  Future  for  America, 
and  I trust  for  all  the  world  tbeie  is  Hope. 


The  world  is  all  before  uswhere  to  choose 
One  place  of  rest  and  Providence  one  guide.’ 


The  Tetter  of  Archbishop  Hughes. 

In  the  New  York  Herald  of  the  31st  ult.,  we  find 
- along  letter  to  the  Freeman’s  Journal  from  Arch- 
bishop Hughes,  on  the  church  property  bill,  now 
[S'  before  the  New  York  Assembly.  His  Grace  ap 
pears  to  have  been  sorely  annoyed  at  this  assault 
upon  his  prerogative,  as  he  hastens  to  write  this 
{ letter  the  very  next  day  after  his  return  to  Amer- 
,r  ica.  Could  this  attack  of  the  “heretics”  at  Albany 
J have  been  the  cause  of  hisgrace’s’early  return  from 
■s  t the  jubilee  at  Rome.  If  this  was  his  business,  we 
0Jhope  he  will  find  the  difference  between  his  power 
yin  the  Council  at  the  Vatican  and  the  enlightened 
■,  assembly  of  free  Representatives  at  Albany.  For 


impudence,  presumption  and  falsehood,  this  letter 
will  fairly  eclipse  any  former  “bull”  of  this  witty 
and  dangerous  minion  of  the  Pope.  Is  it  not  in- 
sulting in  Protestant  America,  for  a Catholic 
Bishop  to  presume  to  dictate  to  a legislative  body 
of  the  people,  what  laws  it  should  pass.  It  is  time 
the  people  of  America  were  awake  to  a sense  of' 
their  danger.  Here  is  a Bishop  the  tool  of  a] 
foreign  religious  and  political  potentate,  assuming 
to  dictate  to  the  Legislature  of  the  Empire  State 
what  is  its  duty,  and  warningit  not  to  meddle  wit1; 
the  rights  of  the  most  holy  church.  He  sets  him- 
self up  as  the  sole  arbitor  and  disposer  of  the  en- 
tire affairs, ’religious  political,  and  pecuniary,  of  the 
Roman  Catholicchurch  in  the  United  States,  vainly 
asking  evidence  for  all  he  may  say,  and  boldly 
charging  with  falsehood,  those  lay  members  who 
have  the  independence  and  intelligence  to  resist 
the  despotism  of  this  same  petty  tyrant.  We  would 
desire  the  letter  read  by  every  citizen  of  the  Union, 

Jas  it  would  give  another  impetus  to  the  great  revo- 
lution now  going  on  in  the  several  States,  but  ow. 
ing  to  its  great  length,  we  cannot  hope  that  many 
will  have  patience  to  read  it.  His  Grace  sums  up 
xk  the  whole  subject  in  the  following  brief  sentence, 
:e4  “A  penal  enactment  requiring  Roman  Catliolics 
lj®of  the  State  of  New  York,  to  be  governed  in  the 
^employment  and  use  of  their  own  property  set 
apart  lor  ecclesiastical  purposes,  not  of  thediscip- 

Iliue  of  the  religion  which  they  perform,  but  by  the 
statute  of  the  Legislature.” 


Tbisis  his  complaint.  He  denies  the  “right  of- 
Americans  to  govern  America”  but  says  the  church 
property  mu3t  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Pope. 
This  is  the  whole  matter  in  a nut  shell.  The  bill 
before  the  New  York  Assembly,  takes  the  many 
millions  of  church  property  out  of  His  Graces  hands, 
nd  puts  them  under  the  control  of  trustees  as  the 
property  of  all  other  churches  is  held  His  power 
to  do  evil  is  in  a measure  lessened  for  “wealth  is- 
power”  and  when  he  has  possession  of  such  un 
bounded  wealth,  his  power  to  serve  the  hellish 
dmsof  the  Pope,  is  unlimited,  and  working  byse-' 
cret  and  hidden  means,  endangers  the  safety  of  our  -, 
free  institutions.  The  Pope’s  of  Rome  have  in  every 
age  persumed  interference  in  the  affairs  of  other 
nations,  and  asked  the  control  of  the  church 
therein.  History  records  innumerable  instances 
of  such  interference,  and  glad  we  are  to  say,  has 
the  example  been  set  us  where  said  interference 
has  been  denied,  and  his  already  dangerous  power 
been  destroyed.  Even  the  most  radical  Roman 
Catholic  States  of  Europe  have  refused  the  same 
request  preferred  in  this  letter  by  Archbishop 
Hughes.  France  and  Spain  are  examples  on  the 
page  of  history  and  Sardinia  in  ot\r  own  day,  has 
bid  defiance  to  the  insolent  demands  of  the  Pope. 
Austria  who  is  also  a Caiholicnation,  aware  of  the 
dangers  of  such  interference,  grants  his  request 
with  great  restrictions.  Yet  in  this  land  of  bibles 
jand  Sabbath  school’s  more  privileges  are  demanded 
1 than  in  countries  where  the  whole  population  from 
sovereign  to  serf  are  chained  to  the  black  car  of 
Roman  Catholicism.  No  never,  so  long  as  the 
warning  of  History  is  heeded,  and  the  prayer  of 
Washington  obeyed.  What  a spectacle  we  would 
prevent  if  these  presumptuous  and  wicked  demands 
were  acceded  to.  Protestant  America  the  only  nation 
on  the  globe  except  the  Papal  States  in  which  the 
demands  of  the  Pope  are  granted.  We  repeat  let 
this  letter  be  read  from  every  pulpit,  let  it  be  read 
at  every  election  poll,  and  the  voice  of  America 
will  be  hoard  far  away  in  the  doomed  Halls  of  the 
Vatican,  crying  No!  No!  No!  Then  will  that 
sentiment  dear  to  us  all,  “Americans  should  rule 
America”  ring  throughout  the  land,  and  sound  the 
’-»ath  knell  of  foreign  power  and  Catholic  iutrigues. 
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